Course Syllabus for Life Science

Mrs. Jenifer Knowles
Fort Clarke Middle School
Phone: 352-333-2800
email: knowlesja@gm.sbac.edu
I. Objectives

A. To improve the student’s ability in science through the use of standards, vocabulary and activities

B. To prepare the student for the transition to high school science by providing a solid foundation in science

C. To develop an appreciation for science and to understand the everyday need for science by applying science topics to everyday life.

D. To create a desire for students to complete quality work.

II. Course Grades

Grades will be calculated as follows:

50% Homework, notebook, warm-ups, class participation 
50% Tests/quizzes, Labs/group work
Benchmark test:  There will be a cumulative test at the end of a unit or nine weeks
III. Textbook and Online
McGraw-Hill (2012) Life Science Florida Edition

Online: connected.com
Students will be able to access book through school website or they can check one out to keep at home.  

IV. Make Up Tests and Quizzes

The student will be expected to arrange a time to take any test or quiz missed due to absence. This can be done before or after school, during lunch, or possibly during class. If the student does not make –up the missed test or quiz, the grade for that item may result in a zero. The test should be made up within 5 days form the absence.

V. Late Work

Assigned work is due on the assigned day. Late work may be done during class, at teacher discretion.  Homework is for practice and needs to be completed each week.  Projects will be accepted late for 10 points off for each day late.  
VI. Absenteeism

When a student is absent from class for any reason, the student will be expected to find out what work was missed and to complete the make-up work within 5 days of the absence. All missed work will result in a grade of zero until completed. Work assigned before the absence is due on the first day back. Failure to turn in work will result in a grade of zero for the work.


VII. Graded Work

A. Students will complete at least one group/ individual project for each unit.

B. Students will be given homework on Mondays. (due on Thursday)  Homework will be graded for completion before being corrected by the student. Late homework will lose -10 for each day late up to a -50.
C. Quizzes will be given regularly and tests approximately every 2 to 3 weeks, over a Unit sometimes 2-3 chapters.
D. Students are expected to keep all notes and assignments in a composition notebook.  This will be our Interactive Notebook and should only be used for science.  This will be left in the classroom.  This will be graded at the end of a unit or chapter by doing a binder quiz. Homework will go into a folder and will be graded weekly.
E. Students will be expected to complete warm-up entries at least 3-5 times a week. Vocabulary definitions will be assigned for each chapter.
F. Students will be expected to answer questions and complete any work they are asked to do during class.
G. Progress reports will be sent home at mid-term week.
VIII. Extra Help

I am available before school for extra help (unless I have duty or another responsibility.)  Students need to arrange to see me at least one day in advance.  I am also available after school by appointment.   Students must have arrangements for a ride home in order to stay.

Parent Signature:____________________________Date:_______
Student Signature:___________________________Date:_________
To Access the Online Textbook:


Click “Just 4 Students”


Click on Edutone


Students use their school username and password.  


Click ConnectED











